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danger of occasional floods. However, the majority of the inhabitants
of these mountains are engaged in pastoral pursuits. These people are
quite backward due to their isolation, which is rendered more complete
by the absence of transverse valleys connecting with the coast.

THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS

The Karst formation attains a width of only between 60 and 90
miles. To the east of this strip the character of the highlands changes.

Highland scene in central Serbia,  (Courtesy of the Yugoslav Trade and Tourist
Information Office, New YorlO

Surface streams and rivers replace underground drainage, and excel-
lent forests of oak and beech replace the scanty vegetation of the
coast ranges. The valleys also increase in width, and their alluvial soils
permit the peasants to cultivate cereals and fruit Large numbers of.
swine are raised in the oak forests, and the lower slopes support exten-
sive orchards of plums and prunes. Isolation, lack of education, and
extreme conservatism cause the peasants to follow backward and in-
efficient agricultural methods. Each family constitutes a nearly com-
plete economic unit, and is chiefly concerned in supplying its own needs
for food and clothing. Thus little surplus is produced for sale, and
commerce is unimportant. In the northern part of the country the
central highlands yield a considerable amount of lumber, much of which
is exported through the port of S&sak.

These highlands also contain quite a diversity of mineral wealth.